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has no zealous, earnest friends. He is a pure man, I think,
of reputable scholarly attainments, but without much force
or energy. He has abilities to fill any station respectably,
but can give character to none. The New-Yorkers and the
country have for him respect, but no enthusiastic regard is
felt for him anywhere. His most intimate friend and crony
just now, who associates with him everywhere, is Ludlow,
who was on his staff; a selfish man, wanting in the higher
qualities. ... He wishes Dix to go to France, because he
thinks, mistakenly, he may have a chance for the Naval
Office.

Attorney-General Stanbery brought up the case of Jef-
ferson Davis; says that he is improperly detained at Fort-
ress Monroe. If amenable to military law, he should be
tried; if not, should be turned over to the civil authorities.
Thought he should be given up on a capias, etc. Stanton
was not prepared to advise that he should be given up.

In the discussion which took place, the action which was
taken a year since was brought up. The then Attorney-
General, Speed, took ground that Davis could not be tried
by a military commission and advised that he should, for
security, be retained in Fortress Monroe until his trial, or
until a suitable prison should be found elsewhere.

October 3, Wednesday. The party excitement increases
and probably will until the Pennsylvania and other elec-
tions take place next Tuesday. The prospect is not cheer-
ing, and yet I cannot satisfy myself that the shouting and
misrepresentation of the Radicals will be so triumphant as
they confidently assume. They have exhibited more activ-
ity and party skill and really more industry than the friends
of the Administration. The issues have not been well made
up. When in June last we were getting up the call for the
Philadelphia Convention, I urged that the Constitutional
change, or Amendment as it is called, should distinctly and
emphatically appear as a part of the President's policy.
Some of the gentlemen concurred with me, but others, and